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great rivers of Bengal support a numerous race of boat-
men (Mallah), and the craving for fish among a people
to most of whom other animal food is interdicted, either
by necessity or prejudice, employs as large a number of
fishermen (Tevi). The Kahar is ubiquitous, sometimes
as a carrier of palkies, and therefore indispensable at all
weddings, or as a domestic servant. The Kayastha, who
once shared with the Brahman the monopoly of learn-
ing, still thrives in every hamlet, from Patna to Cuttack,
as the schoolmaster, the village accountant, or the land-
lord's confidential secretary. Lastly, the shifting popu-
lation of the community, the daily labourers and field
hands, are supplied by two castes, the Bhuinyas and the
Khawars,the former of whom Mr. Magrath thought were
once the autochthones of Behar; while the latter name,
being that of a large separate tribe, is an alternative
epithet for one sub-division of the Santhals." *

There is one very important fact brought out by these
returns as compared with those of the census of 1872,
respecting the semi-Hinduized aboriginal tribes, as they
are called, showing how rapidly those who nine years
ago were regarded as aboriginals have come to be
reckoned as Hindus.

Census of 1872.                  1881.

Aboriginal tribes.................. 2,738,813 ............      1,365,215

Semi-Hinduized tribes   ......... 9,474,243 ............    10,618,451

The Census report says: " Looking first at the figures
for 1881, the most obvious point to the observer is the
large proportion of the class of semi-Hinduized abori-
gines. Accepting the distribution of 1872, they now
appear to number nearly one-fourth of the Hindu popu-
lation. They are for the most part hewers of wood and

* Bengal Census Report, vol. i. p. 138.